U FaTTel PUSNEA 10 QUIP AgeIng team
E il £

/AYA\
MEDIA MONITORS

Sydney Morning Herald

12/08/2009
Page: 3

General News

By: Richard Macey
Region: Sydney
Circulation: 212700

Type: Australian Capital City Daily

Size: 110.42 sg.cms
Frequency: MTWTFS-

Dear alien, can I add you to Facebook?

THE Federal Governmentwill
otfer Australians the chance to
send messages to distant
intelligent beings from today.
Not Canberra’s beings, but
those that may inhabitaworld
20lightyearsfrom Earth.
Discovered in 2007, Gliese
581 d was the first planet found
circlingin the “Goldilocks” or
“habitable zone” around
another star, where itis neither
toohot, nortoo cold forlife.
The messages will be beamed
to the planet from NASA’s
Tidbinbillaspace tracking
station, outside Canberra, (o
mark National Science Week,
which starts on Saturday.
Announcing the rare public
opportunity to greet alien life
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forms, the Minister for
Innovation, Industry, Science
and Research, Kim Carr,
revealed he had crafted his
cosmiccommunique: “Hello
from Australia on the planct we
call Earth. These messages
expressour people’s dreains lor
the future. We want to share
these dreamswith you.”
Topostaninterstellar
message, earthlings must visit
HelloFromEarth.net, which will
operate from 10.30am today
until August24. Messages can
contain up to 160 characters.
Travellingatlightspeed, they
will notreach the planet until
2029.Repliesshould not be
expected before2019, ifever.
Gliese 581 d orbitssocloseto
its star thatits yearlasts just 66.8
Earth days. But the “red dwarf™

starismuch cooler than our Sun.
Asaresull, the planetis cool
cnough forwater.

Professor Stephane Udry, of
the Geneva Observatory, has
reported that the huge planctis
fartoo bigto beallrock. It could
even be covered by adeep ocean,
which would makeit “the first
serious water world
candidate”.Senator Carr said: “As
achildT, like many Australians,
stared up at the starsand
wondered what was out there.
Now science hasallowed me to
send a personal message that
may answer that question.”

Aspokesman forthe website,
Wilson Da Silva, editor of the
Australian magazine COSMOS,
described the projectas “likea
message inabottle, castoutinto
the stars”.
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